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times drips from the mouth. If the object swallowed is large, it may be seen as a swelling in the neck and may be felt with the hands by manipulating the neck muscles. In nearly all cases of choke the animal is likely to bloat rapidly. This would appear about the same as ordinary bloat caused by eating alfalfa or sweet clover. The paunch swells and becomes greatly distended in the hollow just in front of the left hip-bone. The bloat may be caused by the inability of the animal to belch gas naturally. It is possible that the cow might actually suck in air while attempting to swallow the obstruction.
Treatment
The owner may often be of assistance in relieving the animal before a veterinarian arrives. Examine the cow carefully and try to locate the object lodged in the throat or gullet. Never give any liquid medicine. If the owner is careful to protect his hands from injury by the cow's teeth, he may explore the back of the throat with the hand and often succeed in finding and removing the object if it is lodged in the back part of the mouth cavity. If the lodgment is lower down in the gullet and seen plainly from the outside, the neck may sometimes be massaged and the object gradually forced back up into the mouth. From here its removal is simple. Do not use a whip stock or broom handle to push the obstruction down. This is likely to cause a rupture of the gullet and usually serves to make matters far worse.
If a root or an apple is swallowed, the use of a twisted double strand of wire several feet long with a slight hook on the end is sometimes successful in removing the obstruction. This consists in fishing for the object with the wire hook far down the throat of the cow. This procedure is always accompanied by more or less danger.
Sometimes an animal will recover without help of any kind. Do not give water, but leave some in front of the animal. She may help herself in small amounts and per-